2 Island Dispatch

Friday, May 1, 2020

e

- = f_._'___-'_—__—
a0 _.__i"l:IIH In T _lﬂiﬂ-‘g’!' Inll Inll BR i
{.Figm o ¥F g LFN njEEy. B
Come live in a beautiful one or two bedroom apartment

Applications available on our website WWW.sagemanagement.com
Senior * Income Qualifications * Disable
‘m SAGE MANAGEMENT %

SNG 916 Upper Mountain Road, Lewiston, NY14092 L’

Phane: 7 16-298-4966 Fax:716-298-4489 1o0:1-800-662-1220
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DELBERT E. McCMASTER

An Independent Insurance Agent
We Are Available When Needed And Service What We Write

Alycia McMaster, Broker - William S. McMaster, Broker
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS

FIRE & OWNERS Low Prices, Special Discount for Houses 30 Years Old
or Newer. Discount for Smoke Detectors.

AUTO Good Drivers & Youthful Drivers g\w e,

MOTORCYCLE 6-9-12 Month Policies b ooonsl|

Proudly Serving The Tonawandas/Grand Island & Wheatfield over 50 years

111 Niagara Street - Corner of Clinton Street, Ton. 693-9841

SAVE 50%

Off Newsstand Price
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Newsstand Price-*65 9 years @ $5O 95

BEST BUY:
3 years @ $69.95

For subscriptions mailed
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Supervisor's Message

April showers ...

BY JOHN C. WHITNEY, P.E.
Town of Grand Supervisor

As the old saying goes, “April
showers bring May flowers.”
Hopefully, we can make an anal-
ogy that April showers 2020
were the rise of COVID-19, and
May flowers are the demise of
this dreadful pandemic. I know
its wishful thinking, but hope
springs eternal.

Yes, hope springs eternal and
spring is here. Spring is always
a new beginning, and this year
it is truly a new beginning. It’s
a time we start planning events
that are on our horizon, such as
high school proms and gradua-
tions, Mother’s and Father’s Day,
Memorial Day, the Fourth of July,
backyard family get-togethers,
and the list goes on.

Unfortunately, it won’t be the
same this year, but let’s hope this
spring will be a great renewal for
all of us on Grand Island. We are
going to have to learn new every-
day routines. Social distancing
will be the new norm, along with
wearing masks. It doesn’t mean
we can’t have social gatherings;
it just means they are going to be
different. Proms and graduations
may be postponed this year, along
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with our usual Memorial Day and
even Fourth of July celebrations.
It’s sad - these are rites of pas-
sage and celebrations that we all
love, and I feel for our residents
who must forgo these events.

As your town supervisor, I must
do my best to keep continuity in
our government. While Town
Hall is currently closed to pub-
lic access, we do have a minimal
amount of staff working while oth-
ers work from home. Our town
clerk has staff working to process
bills and vital statistic information.
Our water and wastewater plants
are operating as always; our High-
way and Parks departments are
performing necessary operations.

Remember, the grass doesn’t
stop growing because I issued a
state of emergency.

I assure you that, as soon as
possible, we will start to imple-
ment a return to “normal.” I put
normal in quotations, because
that is a nebulous term. It will
have a new definition for all of us
as we move forward when post-
COVID-19 begins.

We are posting new develop-
ments and updates as they are
available on our website at www.
grandislandny.us, under the sec-
tion “Latest News” on the home
page. The Town Board is still
holding regular meetings and
workshops the first and third
Monday of every month. Ad-
ditional workshops are held as
needed. You can watch these live-
streamed on our YouTube Chan-
nel. Please visit the website for
dates, agendas, meeting minutes

and the link for streaming and
archived meetings. You can find
this page under the header “Town
Government,” which will give a
drop-down option of “Meetings.”

Discussions have begun to ex-
plore virtual meetings for adviso-
ry boards and other town events.
As always, you can also contact
me at 773-9600, ext. 616, or via
email at jwhitney@grand-island.
ny.us.

We are blessed to live in such
a great community. I see people
reaching out to provide help to
others, offering food, masks, go-
ing to get groceries or medica-
tions for others. Along those lines,
the Town of Grand Island and the
Grand Island School District have
scheduled an Islandwide blood
drive through Connect Life for
Tuesday, May 12, from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. in the Town Hall parking lot,
2255 Baseline Road. Local hospi-
tals are in need of blood, so please
join me and School Superinten-
dent Dr. Brian Graham. Ph.D., in
donating to this worthy cause. It
is by reservation only, so please
call 529-4270 or visit ConnectLife-
GiveBlood.org and use sponsor
code 000661.

Please don’t forget to support
our local businesses. Many of our
wonderful restaurants are offer-
ing takeout services during this
COVID-19 pandemic and they
can use our support.

As always, remember to prac-
tice safe social distancing, wash
your hands often, use hand sani-
tizer, disinfect surfaces, and stay
safe!
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Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
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~ Fish Fry (Available with food purchase)
~ Captain’s Platter
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